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John 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, the apostle John 

 Date: likely in the 80s or 90s AD 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Luke 

 Purpose 

 Since John writes after the destruction of the temple in 70 AD, he emphasizes Jesus’ role as the replacement 

of the temple and Jewish feasts; thus, in some way, he is using the recent events as a means of evangelizing 

the Jews 

 He wants his Jewish readers to turn to Jesus, the Messiah who fulfilled the symbolism embodied in the 

temple and Jewish feasts 

 He is showing those already Christian how to evangelize unbelievers 

 “These (things) are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing 

you may have life in His name” (John 20:31) 

 John and the Synoptics 

 In the Synoptics, but not in John: 

 Narrative parables 

 Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God 

 Aphoristic sayings (short, catchy sayings like “For the Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost”) 

 The eschatological discourse 

 The Sermon on the Mount 

 An account of Jesus’ baptism by John 

 An account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper 

 An account of the Transfiguration 

 An account of Jesus’ temptation by Satan 

 An account of Gethsemane 

 Demon exorcisms 

 What John “substitutes”: 

 Symbolic discourses (vine and branches in ch. 15) for narrative parables 

 Teaching on (eternal) life rather than the kingdom of God 

 Extended discourses rather than aphoristic sayings 

 An emphasis on realized eschatology rather than an eschatological discourse 

 The farewell discourse but not the Sermon on the Mount 

 Account of Jesus’ interaction with John the Baptist, of Jesus as the “Bread from Heaven,” or of scenes in 

the Upper Room, but not accounts of Jesus’ actual baptism or his institution of the Lord’s Supper 



 2 

Jo
h

n
 |

 9
/
1

2
/
2

0
1

0
  

 Satan as Jesus’ chief antagonist working through Judas the betrayer but no demon exorcisms 

 Why the differences? 

 Traditional explanation is that John wrote to supplement the Synoptics, including things they left out 

 Recent study suggests that John wrote independently of the Synoptics 

 This is best understood as John not letting the Synoptics dictate his writing, but does not mean that 

he was necessarily unfamiliar with their content 

 In fact, it seems that John expects his audience to have a working knowledge of the Synoptics 

 Conclusion: John was familiar with the Synoptics, but did not let them set his writing agenda; He is 

more overtly interested in the theological background and underpinnings of Jesus’ person and work 

than are the Synoptics; we should not read John primarily from the approach of how it “supplements” 

the Synoptics; instead, “let John be John,” setting his own agenda; they all tell one story, from four 

different angles 

 Style 

 In the style of ancient biographies, John recounts the deeds of Jesus primarily as a means of illuminating his 

essence (as the Son of God) 

 John is selective in his writing, even suggesting that he could have written much more about the signs 

performed by Jesus  

 His gospel is strongly evangelistic 

 Theology of John 

 God 

 God is known in two ways: as the one who sent Jesus and as the Father of the Son 

 God is not the direct focus of John’s Gospel 

 Jews already believed in God; the question was whether they would believe in Jesus as the Messiah and 

Son of God 

 If Jesus is right in His claim that He came from God and is one with Him, He must be worshiped as God 

 Messiah 

 John is filled with Christology 

 He demonstrates that Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ/Messiah 

 Jesus is presented as the final revelation, or Word, of God 

 Still, his focus is on the deity of Jesus 

 Preexistent 

 Performed “signs” 

 “I am” sayings alluding to OT name of God 

 Possession of supernatural knowledge 

 Confession of Thomas: “my Lord and my God”  

 John, though, does not leave out the humanity of Jesus (calling Him Son) 

 He has a human family 

 Worn out and thirsty (ch. 4, 19) 

 Weeps at the loss of a friend 

 Perceived by others as a man (ch. 19) 
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 Died and was buried 

 Titles for Christ 

 The Prophet (connection with Moses) 

 The Savior of the world 

 The Lamb of God (connection with sacrificial system of OT) 

 The way, the truth, and the life 

 The resurrection and the life 

 The Word (in OT tradition, the Word is a personification of God Himself) 

 The light 

 Bridegroom (God is a relational God who loves) 

 The Good Shepherd (favored word for God in the OT; word widely used in ancient times for 

kings; role of providing and protecting; Jesus does so not by killing the enemy, but by dying; He is 

the king who heals—provision;  

 The door 

 The comforter (Christ present through His Spirit) 

 True vine 

 Living bread (like manna from heaven in the wilderness) 

 The living water 

 Jesus’ interest in people 

 27 different “interviews” 

 Jesus was the master of questions 

 He not only loved people, but He knew how to relate to them 

 Salvation 

 John implies that Jesus’ death was the substitutionary atonement for sin 

 Salvation is offered to all; those who believe receive it 

 Holy Spirit 

 John teaches more explicitly on the Spirit than any of the other Gospels 

 Emphasis is on the continuity between the teaching of Jesus and the Holy Spirit’s mission of explaining 

that teaching 

 Three designations for the Spirit 

 Paraclete (helping presence) 

 The Holy Spirit (focusing on the Spirit’s holiness) 

 The Spirit of truth (focusing on the Spirit’s truthfulness) 

 Three functions of the Spirit 

 Indwelling believers 

 Teaching and guiding believers 

 Witnessing to the world and convicting of sin 

 New Covenant Community (church) 

 Jesus replaces Israel and those who follow Him are His branches 
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 The Twelve Disciples were the original messianic community, representing all believers 

 Gradually, the NT shows the building and expansion of this community, which now includes us 

 John stipulates that only those who “believe” are considered members of the Messiah’s community 

 Last Things 

 John describes a realized eschatology: we can have eternal life now and have already passed from death 

to life 

 This does not mean that John does not believe in the second coming of Jesus, but only that he 

emphasizes the earthly benefits of salvation 

 Focus on “Signs” (Miracles; showing Jesus to be the Son of God) 

 Changing water into wine 

 Healing of the nobleman’s son 

 Healing of the invalid man 

 Feeding 5,000 (symbolic of great messianic banquet) 

 Walking on water 

 Healing of blind man 

 Raising of Lazarus 

 “Believe” 

 A key word in the book; appears nearly 100 times 

 Stands against Jewish tradition of salvation by works 

Outline 
I. Prologue: Jesus as the Eternal, Incarnate Word of God (1:1-18) 

II. Jesus’ initial ministry to the world (1:19-10:42) 

a. The early ministry of Jesus 

i. Initial contact with the disciples (1:19-51) 

ii. The first sign, changing water into wine (2:1-11) 

iii. Cleansing the temple (2:12-17) 

iv. Explanation of the temple cleansing (2:18-25) 

v. Dialogue with Nicodemus (3:1-21) 

vi. The contrast of Jesus with John the Baptist (3:22-36) 

vii. Dialogue with the Samaritan woman (4:1-42) 

viii. The second sign, healing the son of the nobleman (4:43-54) 

b. Developing Opposition to Jesus (5:1-7:52) 

i. Healing the invalid man at Bethesda pool (5:1-9a) 

ii. Dialogue on the authority of Jesus’ words (5:9b-47) 

iii. Feeding the five thousand (6:1-15) 

iv. Walking on water (6:16-21) 

v. The bread of life discourse (6:22-71) 

vi. Ministry at the Feast of Tabernacles (7:1-13) 

vii. Opposition to Jesus’ messianic claims (7:!4-52) 

c. Radical confrontation with Jesus (8:12-10:42) 

i. The light of the world discourse (8:12-59) 
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ii. Healing the man born blind (9:1-41) 

iii. Jesus as the Good Shepherd (10:1-21) 

iv. The claim to deity (10:22-42) 

III. The preparation for the crucifixion (11:1-12:50) 

a. The death and resurrection of Lazarus (11:1-44) 

b. The decision to kill Jesus (11:45-54) 

c. The movement toward the cross (11:55-12:36) 

d. The rejection of Jesus’ signs (12:37-50) 

IV. Preparation of the disciples for Jesus’ departure (13:1-17:26) 

a. The appeal to live as servants (13:1-20) 

b. The treachery of Judas (13:21-30) 

c. The approaching departure of Jesus (13:31-14:31) 

d. The coming of the Holy Spirit (15:1-16:33) 

e. Jesus’ prayer for his disciples (17:1-26) 

V. Arrest, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus (18:1-20:31) 

a. The arrest of Jesus (18:1-12) 

b. The trial of Jesus (18:13-19:16) 

c. The crucifixion of Jesus (19:17-37) 

d. The burial of Jesus (19:38-42) 

e. The resurrection of Jesus (20:1-31) 

VI. Epilogue: the restoration of Peter and authentication of the Gospel (21:1-25) 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 
Andreas J. Kostenberger: Encountering John 


